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May 27, 1904 1068 

Report from Habana — Suspicious case of fever on steamship Monterey 

from Mexican ports. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Echemendia reports, May 19, as follows: 
Weekended May 14, 1904: Vessels inspected and issued bills of health, 
32; crew of outgoing vessels inspected, 1^043; passengers of outgoing 
vessels inspected, 455; pieces of freight passed (salted hides), 1,000; 
number of certificates issued for Mobile and New Orleans, 72. 

On board the steamship Monterey, which arrived on May 17 from 
Mexico, there was a cabin passenger in transit for New York with 
fever of a very suspicious nature. The Cuban quarantine official 
transferred him to Las Animas Hospital, to have the nature of the 
fever diagnosed by the commission. It has not yet been decided upon 
and the case is still under observation. 

Mortuary report of Habana for the week ended May 14, 1904. 



Disease. 


Number 
of deaths. 
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Total deaths from.all causes, 105. 

Personal health certificates to he given at Habana only on request of 

steamship company. 

Referring to the correspondence between this Bureau and Acting 
Assistant Surgeon Echemendia at Habana, Cuba, relative to the issu- 
ance of health certificates to passengers from ports infected with yellow 
fever via Cuban ports to Gulf ports of the United States, in Public 
Health Report of April 29, 1904, page 798, it was found to be very 
detrimental to the interests of the steamship lines plying between 
Habana and the Gulf ports, since passengers for other Southern ports 
were not required to have these certificates. For these reasons, and on 
account of the very excellent Cuban quarantine regulations, explained 
in the correspondence above referred to, the following telegram was 
sent to the medical officer at Habana: 

Washington, May SSI, 1901,.. 
Acting Asst. Surg. D. M. Echemendia, Habana, Cuba: 

Cease giving personal health certificates, unless specially requested, 
for each individual case by steamship company. 

Wtman. 

Report from Matanzas — Enteric fever and scarlatina — Quarantine of 

vessel from Tampico. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, May 16, as follows: 
During the week ended May 14, 1904, bills of health were issued to 
9 vessels leaving for United States ports. 
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The American steamship Niagara and the British steamship Rust- 
ington, which arrived in this port, the former from Tampico, via 
Habana, and the latter from Veracruz, via Sagua la Grande, were held 
in quarantine while in this harbor as a precautionary measure against 
yellow fever. Both vessels have left for New York direct, in good 
sanitary condition. 

There have been but two new cases of scarlet fever and one of enteric 
fever reported during the past week. The scarlet fever epidemic 
shows a mild type; no deaths have occurred up to the present time, 
and the health officer expects to have the epidemic stamped out by the 
strict measures of isolation that are being carried out. The sporadic 
cases of enteric fever that have been reported of late in different sec- 
tions of the city have also been the subject of a careful investigation. 
Specimens of the water supply have been sent to the National Labora- 
tory in Habana for a qualitative analysis, in view of the occurrence of 
cases so far apart, having no connection with each other, which would 
indicate a common source of infection, possibly the main water supply. 

Mortuary statistics of the city of Matanzas, May 1 to 10, 1904. 



Causes of death. 



Tuberculosis 

Enteritis (under 2 years old) . . 

Bright's disease 

Hepatitis 

Disease of heart (unqualified) . 

Enteric fever 

Athrepsia 

Enteritis (above 2 years of age) 
Arterio-sclerosis 

Total 



Number 

of 
deaths. 



21 



Bertillon 
number. 



27 
105 
120 
114 

79 

1 

105 

106 

81 



Estimated population, 48,000; annual rate of mortality per 1,000, 15.96. 

Reports from Santiago vieekly and monthly. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson reports, May 10 and 17, as follows: 
During the week ended May 7, 1904, bills of health were issued to 
3 vessels bound for the United States. 
No quarantinable disease has been reported. 

Mortuary statistics for the week ended May 7, 1904- 



Causes of death. 



Bertillon 
number. 



Malarial fever 

Pernicious fever 

Tubercle of lungs 

Tubercle of intestines 

Sarcoma 

Anaemia 

Tetanus, puerperal 

Bulbar anaemia 

Organic heart disease 

Pneumonia 

Gastro-enteritia, over 2 years 
Legal executions 

Total 



Annual rate of mortality for the week, 17.14 per 1,000. Estimated population, 46,500. 




